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Dear H.E. Dr Plodprasop Suraswadi, Deputy Prime Minister and Chairman of Water and Flood 
Management Commission of Thailand 

Dear Professor Tommy Koh, Chair of the APWF Governing Council 

Dear UN colleagues and Distinguished Delegates, 

It is my honor and pleasure to provide these remarks for the second Asia-Pacific Water Summit. 
I thank Asia-Pacific Water Forum for active collaboration with UNESCO and the wider UN 
system in the region. I also thank Mr Chew Men Leong, Chief Executive PUB for his 
organisations’s leadership role in the Asia-Pacific Knowledge Hubs.  

This Summit is being organized at a critical time when United Nations is preparing for the 
transition from the MDG era to a new framework for international cooperation and sustainable 
development after 2015, the so called ‘Post-2015 Agenda on Realising the Future We Want for 
All’. The Post-2015 Agenda needs to provide both the vision and the commitment to address and 
resolve the big issues of our time, including: poverty eradication, peace and security, safe and 
sufficient food, sustainable energy, pollution prevention and control, water and environmental 
resources management, disease control, mobility, natural and man-induced disasters, population 
growth, urbanization and sustainable/liveable cities. The development of solutions to these key 
global challenges and the overall transition towards a green economy will need to be based on 
sound science, technology and innovation. Water plays a key role in almost all the global 
challenges listed above, and therefore water needs to be integrated into the Post-2015 agenda. 

There are many challenges that modern society is facing in terms of water management. The 
poorest people, mostly women, are suffering the greatest scarcity and deterioration of water 



quality. This situation is exacerbated by factors such as climate change, the increasing 
intensification of farming and agriculture, as well as increasing demand on water as a result of 
population growth and changing lifestyles. On the other hand, in many instances water 
management policies and practices have ignored the needs of the people who in a daily routine 
have to face water scarcity, and therefore must design new adaptive strategies to meet their 
needs. One of the targets of the MDGs is to halve the proportion of the population without 
sustainable access to safe drinking water between 2000 and 2015. We are still facing several 
barriers to reach this objective. One of the handicaps is the dissemination of paradigms and 
technologies developed under differing socio-cultural setting in developed countries to solve 
water challenges in the developing countries. As a result, these are not always accepted or fully 
incorporated, and even sometimes they become a source of conflict or produce negative effects 
on the target groups and their ecosystems. Besides, there are other pressing water issues beyond 
water supply and sanitation that need to be addressed urgently. This is the time to create new 
ways to approach water issues in the post 2015 era. We must create a real water democracy, 
promoted from the grassroots which is inclusive and participatory in policies and practices. This 
new movement must listen to different voices and knowledge, and then add and converge to find 
common and better solutions for everyone. 

The Post-2015 Development Agenda needs to respond to new global water realities, which 
indicate that humanity is facing numerous unprecedented and inter-connected socio-economic 
and environmental sustainability challenges further complicated by an intensifying hydrological 
cycle under global change. The most pressing water challenges of the 21st century include: 

� Intensifying water efficiencies in food production 
� Failing access to water and sanitation 
� Stressed aquatic ecosystems and biodiversity loss 
� Increasing conflicts on water rights 
� Degrading water quality 
� Ever increasing human water energy, and climate foot prints 
� Unsustainable groundwater abstractions 
� Frequent hydrologic extreme events causing floods and droughts 
� Increasing need for public-private partnerships to provide adequate services 
� Closed rivers and over exploited aquifer systems leading to water stress for all uses 
� Unplanned urban growth threatening water balances 
� Sectorial water management leading to confused, conflicted and unintended policy 

outcomes 
� Inadequate human and institutional capacities to deal with the above challenges 

These water related global challenges are hugely complex with strong inter-connections. For 
instance, ensuring food security for a rapidly growing world population depends on availability 
of water, land and energy, and on scientific breakthrough in enhancing production. Current food 
production methods, however, are highly polluting, causing eutrophication, greenhouse gas 



emissions, biodiversity loss and water stress. In addition, climate change and extreme weather 
events lead to massive crop damage, and pose a growing threat to agriculture yields and food 
security. The task to address the above water challenges is phenomenally complex, and therefore 
science has to play a major role in helping to understand the complexities and multi-dimensional 
character of sustainable development. Therefore we need water cooperation at all levels. In this 
regard, the role of Asia-Pacific forum, UNESCO Category-2 centres such as ICHARM, UN 
system, IUCN, IWMI and ICIMOD is critical to achieve better outcomes for all.  

I congratulate the Thai Government and the Asia-Pacific Water Forum on organizing this 
summit which will help us shape and realize the water future we want for all especially in the 
post 2015 era. 

Thank you. 


