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Honorable Chairman; 

Distinguished Heads of State/Government; 

Heads of Delegation; 

Representatives of Asian-Pacific Governments; 

Delegates; 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

Allow me to say to you all - Kam na mauri, Greeting to you all.  

We are gathered here in this very beautiful city of Chiang Mai as Heads of State, Ministers and 

Representatives of our governments and countries, participating in this important forum for the 

second time because we strongly believe that water remains a critical issue of our security as nations, 

and that this requires our strong leadership and commitment. The issue of water security is no 

different to most other global problems, in that it can only be effectively addressed through global 

political commitments and responsive leadership. 

Mr Chairman, today it gives me great honor to represent my government and country in this very august 

forum. Let me at the very outset convey my delegations' gratitude for the warm hospitality of the 

people and government of Thailand, and especially the people of Chiang Mai extended to us since our 

arrival. 

Let me comment on the magnificent effort of the Royal Government of Thailand to organize and host 

this very important regional forum on water which signifies its leadership and commitment to forge 

regional consensus on the way forward to addressing this great challenge facing the region. 

It has been six years since the leaders of our region met for the first time in Japan to discuss the 

importance of water to human life and as a core of sustainable development both at the national, 

regional and global level, and the need for water to be integrated into the sustainable development 

agenda. Since then, there has been noticeable progress in achieving the declaration we agreed to. 



However there remain some critical challenges facing our region necessitating further serious discussion 

at this Forum and commitment to action. 

Mr Chairman, the theme for this forum is very fitting and appropriate.  The Pacific region is highly 

vulnerable to the impacts of natural disasters such as drought and floods, and the challenges of water-

related disasters are increasing in frequency and magnitude to the extent that they could threaten our 

very feasibility as atoll island nations.    

Water security is a common and critical challenge for all of us in this region. Kiribati is one of the most 

vulnerable countries to the impact of climate change, which is most likely to pose greater threats on our 

livelihood and survival. Our country inherits a fragile environment and a high diseconomy of scale due to 

remote and widespread geographical locations, compounding our water security challenge. Coupled 

with the impacts of climate variability, and the emerging impacts of climate change, our ability to deal 

with water insecurity is constrained.  

In Kiribati, our water supply is fragile and highly vulnerable. This is because our water supply is limited to 

fragile ground water lenses and, to a lesser extent, rainwater and susceptible to threats such as overuse, 

sea-water inundation and contamination from human-induced pollution. These threats are compounded 

by rural-urban drift and settlement in urban areas, growing populations, and now the climate change 

related impacts of coastal erosion, sea inundation and over-topping, and increased temperatures.   

While we are struggling to address our day to day problems relating with water access - our ability then 

to achieve longer term water security against the many emerging threats is and will remain our greatest 

challenge. Addressing the issue of water accessibility in terms of water supply versus demand is 

currently our critical problem, especially in our urban centers. But at the national level, the issue with 

regards to accessibility to safer water for drinking has and will increasingly become a great concern for 

the government of Kiribati. Even a simple or at least a half meter over-topping of the sea could make the 

whole community of Kiribati uninhabitable. This is the unthinkable that we need to face and address as 

a sovereign people and nation.       

Recognizing these challenges, the Kiribati Government has initiated number of interventions to address 

these problems by trying to enhance and build our national resilience against the impact of climate 

change and its water-related risks and human-induced activities.     



Kiribati has put in place the Kiribati National Water Resources Policy 2009 , Sanitation Policy 2010  and 

their accompanying 10 year National Implementation Plans, which are tailored as responses to wide-

spread community concerns about the availability and quality of freshwater.  We are working with 

development partners to support safe water and sanitation in both urban and remote areas. In 

accordance with the goals and priorities of these policies.   I wish to acknowledge the support of our  

partners to these national efforts, and also acknowledge the fact that sustained partner support is a 

critical ingredient to our ability to secure safe drinking water and sanitation of our people. 

Furthermore, the Government of Kiribati remains committed to regional and international initiatives 

including the Pacific Regional Action for Sustainable Water Management, Asia - Pacific Water Initiatives 

and Declarations and the United Nations Millennium Development Goals and related Sustainable 

Development Initiatives. In saying this, Kiribati had closed off one of its economically valuable fishing 

grounds to become one of the UNESCO Protected Areas; known as the PIPA - Pheonix Island Protected 

Area as part of our gift to humanity. This is one of our commitments and sacrifices to achieve 

sustainable development globally. 

Mr Chairman, these are the serious issues of our country, but I believe that millions of people in our 

Pacific region are also currently struggling to access safer drinking water and sanitation in the face of 

similar challenges faced by Kiribati.   

The outcomes of this forum - the Chiang Mai Declaration, therefore need to be well manifested in 

improved access to safe drinking water and sanitation, strengthened resilience against impact of climate 

change and climate water-related risks, as well as effective and efficient national institutional 

mechanisms to manage and plan the use of our water resources, with special attention to the most 

vulnerable members. 

I know these all require considerable amount of financial resources, which many of the countries in this 

region do not have. However with limited resources we can still do much if our regional programs are 

well coordinated, our limited resources are pooled and shared through regional cooperation and 

perhaps more importantly our political commitments are forthcoming to complement all efforts in 

addressing this vitally important issue. 

It is inevitable that we are limited and constrained by natural resources, financial and technical 

resources. However our right to development through innovation, creativity and cooperation is a 



potential resource available for all of us. It is therefore in this regard, I must say let take advantage of 

our disadvantage.    

I call on our development partners to continue to work in partnership with our governments and to 

accelerate these efforts to ensure that the lives of our people for whom we serve are protected.      

In conclusion, I would like to reiterate the position of my government and country which is supporting 

this regional initiative for addressing our problem on water insecurity and security. Water security is a 

global issue, which requires global commitment and local action.  

Mr Chairman, I have high confidence that the outcome of this Forum will take us further and advance 

further our effort to address all problems associated with water. 

With those few words, I bestow upon all of you and this Forum Kiribati's traditional blessings of Te 

Mauri, Teraoi ao Tabemoa. 

 

I thank you all for listening.   


