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Excellencies Heads of States and Heads of Governments,  

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

It is truly my great honor and privilege to be at this Summit with the Heads of the States and Heads 

of Governments in the Asia-Pacific Region. I would like to express my sincere thanks for the peoples 

and government of the Kingdom of Thailand for their excellent and warmest hospitality extended to 

our Delegation. 

 

Water is life, playing an increasingly important role for the sustainable social, economic and 

environmental well-being. Abundance in water in Cambodia is the most favorable conditions for the 

development of the country. However its availability depends upon the season, geography and 

climate which are strongly dominated by the hydrological and climatic condition of the Mekong 

River Basin, whose catchments cover about 86% of the country territory. 

 

Water management has played a vital role in the social and economic history of Cambodia, since the 

“Nokor Phnom Era (Fu Norn)”, thus the value of water is deeply embedded into the Cambodian 

culture and civilization. 

 

The Royal Government of Cambodia recognizes that our national economic development and growth 

is increasing the complexity of managing the competing demands for water, and we are committed to 

ensure that the management and development of water resources is more effective for the sake of 

long-term benefit and sustainability. In addition, climate change is likely to increase the frequency 

and intensity of floods and droughts, and the need for improved water resources management. 

 

The Law on Water Resources Management of Cambodia approved in 2007 is the basis of the 

enabling environment to manage water resources applying an integrated water resources 

management (IWRM) approach. Instituting an effective IWRM requires that all relevant agencies 

and stakeholders work together and in a coordinated manner, on the formulation and implementation 

of policy, strategies and priorities. In this context, the Royal Government of Cambodia is working to 

promote and mainstream this approach, improve data management and flood and drought 

forecasting, and adaptation to climate change. 

 

The Rectangular Strategy Phase II for Growth, Employment, Equity and Efficiency, the Royal 

Government of Cambodia has focused on: i) Providing all citizens with clean and safe water; ii) 

Protecting all citizens from water-related hazard; iii) Providing adequate water supply to ensure food 
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security, economic activities and appropriate living standards; and iv) ensuring water resources and 

an environment free from toxic element, while enabling a supportive fisheries and ecological system. 

 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

One of the key elements principally laid out in the Rectangular Strategy is the management of water 

and irrigation systems, serving as a main basis for protection, management and use of water 

resources in a sustainable, equitable and effective manner. In the long term vision for Agriculture 

and Water, the government is working to ensure enough, safe and accessible food and water for all 

people, reduce poverty, and contribute to economic growth, while ensuring the sustainability of 

natural resources, contributing to the implementation of the Cambodia’s Millennium Development 

Goals. 

 

Under the framework of the Strategic National Action Plan for Disaster Risk Reduction for 2008-

2015, Cambodia has an institutional mechanism for responding to disasters at the national and sub-

national levels. The overall aim of the Action Plan is to reduce the vulnerability of the poor who are 

affected by natural, environmental and human-induced disasters. The Plan prioritized integrating 

Disaster Risk Reduction in national and sub-national planning, improving early warning systems, 

monitoring and assessing relevant risks, and strengthening disaster preparedness. 

 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

Countries in the regions, including those in the Mekong region are pursuing development ambitions 

to meet the increasing demands for water, food and energy supplies. The challenges facing the basin 

as a whole are intensifying: the riparian countries have plans for Mekong water-related infrastructure 

development to extract the river’s resources, for hydropower generation and irrigation. With other 

factors like population growth and economic development will adversely affect the sustainability of 

water and related resources. For the economically prosperous, socially just and environmentally 

sound Mekong River Basin, it requires more effective management of water and related resources 

through enhanced better and stronger regional cooperation among the Mekong riparian countries. 

 

At the First Mekong River Commission Summit in April 2010 in Thailand, the Heads of the 

Governments of the member countries, through the Hua Hin Declaration, has committed to working 

together on the Priority Areas of Action to achieve sustainable development, economic growth and 

the alleviation of poverty and improvement of livelihood in the Mekong River Basin and recognized 

that efforts need to be expanded. The Second MRC Summit to be organized in April 2014 in Viet 

Nam would be the opportunity for the MRC Member Countries to review the progress made and 

continue to lay the foundation for the overall interest of sustainable development of the Mekong 

River Basin.    

 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

The Royal Government of Cambodia jointly expresses highest appreciation for the work progress 

and achievements since the First Asia Pacific Water Summit which laid the solid foundation for 

enhanced cooperation on the region’s water security needs and challenges. This Second Asia Pacific 

Water Summit is an excellent opportunity for the Heads of the States and Heads of Governments in 

the Asia-Pacific Region to continue to share their vision, views and experience to address the 

common emerging water disaster challenges. 
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Water security for the sustainable development and management has to be brought together the 

social and economic benefits with the environmentally sound consideration and Cambodia commits 

to working to ensure this ultimate goal from enhanced national actions and responsibility to regional 

and global cooperation context. 

 

Thank you for your kind attention! 

 

 


