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Speech on Developing Knowledge and Lessons 

 

Good morning, distinguished guests from around the world.   

 

Prof Tommy Koh has taken us through the history of the Asia-

Pacific Water Forum’s formation in 2006, its work and 

achievements.   

 

The APWF is an important platform for the Asia-Pacific 

countries to articulate their water challenges and co-create 

solutions.   

 

It is where we can learn from one another’s successes and 

missteps, so that we all can bring these lessons back to our 

respective organisations and build a more water-secure future.  

 

PUB shares the APWF’s vision of a water-secure world.  It is 

world where building capacity and enhancing cooperation 

between various knowledge partners is crucial.   
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There are numerous water-related issues in the Asia-Pacific 

which demand updated solutions and more water professionals 

to implement them.   

 

PUB, together with UNESCO and ADB, are the Lead 

Organisations for Key Result Area 1 on Developing Knowledge 

and Lessons.   

 

Working in collaboration with APWF members, we aim to 

continually enhance regional know-how in managing water.  

 

One of the key initiatives of Key Result Area 1 is 

KnowledgeHubs.   

 

This comprises APWF’s network of 17 regional water-

knowledge hubs that was launched in June 2008 during the 

inaugural Singapore International Water Week.   
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Each hub is a center of excellence committed to improving 

water security in the Asia-Pacific by promoting knowledge-

sharing and championing feasible solutions for its priority water 

topic.   

 

These hubs, or “knowledge centres”, also collaborate to 

generate and share knowledge, as well as develop capacity in 

more than a dozen domains.   

 

PUB’s WaterHub is the knowledge centre for Urban Water 

Management.   

 

Over the years, it has provided many capacity-building 

opportunities for Asia-Pacific countries through Singapore’s 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) technical assistance courses.  

The courses cover a wide variety of topics such as strategic 

used-water management and public-private partnerships.   

 

To date, WaterHub has conducted Singapore Cooperation 

Programmes, WHO Seminars and capacity-building workshops 

for more than 1500 participants from over 110 countries. 
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APWF knowledge hubs have also been involved in preparing 

the Asian Water Development Outlook (AWDO)’s first two 

editions, as mentioned by Prof Koh.   

 

Created by the APWF and ADB for leaders and policy-makers 

of finance and planning departments, this publication 

introduced a comprehensive framework to measure water 

security as a foundation for attaining a water-secure future.   

 

PUB had the opportunity to participate in the work for both 

editions, and in the process, learnt more about the regional 

water situation.  The AWDO is a highly informative publication 

that has a wide readership.   

 

We are quite glad that ADB has agreed that we publicise it on 

the online portal of Singapore International Water Week 

(SIWW).   

 

In this way, more water stakeholders from beyond the Asia-

Pacific can get to know about AWDO.  
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During SIWW 2010, we were especially honoured to host the 

Asia-Pacific Water Ministers’ Forum (APWMF).  The APWMF 

brought together ministers and water leaders from 15 Asia-

Pacific countries, to exchange ideas and review policies for 

good governance and sustainable water solutions in their 

respective countries.  

 

Looking forward, I see room for regional collaboration to 

achieve APWF’s aim of developing knowledge.  We have 

always encouraged regional officials to come to Singapore and 

participate in our programs.   
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Today, I would like to offer Academy@Waterhub, PUB’s 

institute for advanced learning for water professionals.  It is a 

vehicle to deliver joint programs with other APWF knowledge 

hubs, in areas of expertise that are championed by other 

knowledge centres.   

 

At the same time, Singapore could support requests for sharing 

of urban water management practices with any of these hubs.  

 

I am confident that collaboration between UNESCO, ADB and 

PUB will continue to yield much fruit, and help the APWF 

realise its aspirations for a more water-secure future.  

 

Thank you. 

 


