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Your Excellency Yingluck Shinawatra, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of 
Thailand. 

Excellencies, Heads of Delegations, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It gives me great pleasure to be present at this august assembly of eminent persons 
at the inauguration of 2nd Asia-Pacific Water Summit. 

Before I venture in to my address, I would like to convey the sincere Greetings and 
Best Wishes for the success of the 2nd Asia-Pacific Water Summit, from His 
Excellency Mahinda Rajapaksa, President of the Democratic Socialist Republic of 
Sri Lanka. 

On my own behalf and that of my Delegation, I would like to convey my sincere 
appreciation for the excellent arrangements made to make our stay in this beautiful 
and enchanting venue, a memorable one. 

Sri Lanka is an agricultural country and well known for its hydraulic civilization 
older than 2,500 years. Our country had always been blessed with generous 
amounts of quality water that originates from pristine springs in the catchments of 
the central highlands. These springs form 103 perennial rivers which flow radially 
to the Indian Ocean through the low lands supporting civilizations, livelihoods, 
development, ecosystems, biodiversity, and the multi-ethnic culture of the country. 
Apart from the rich stream diversity, Sri Lanka is blessed with over 30,000 small 
tanks spread out in the dry zone of the country.  

 



The Island is divided into two climate zones: a wet zone covering its southwest 
part and a dry zone covering the rest of the country. All major rivers start from 
central part or hill country. The availability of water specially for the cultivation of 
paddy is affected by seasonal variations in rainfall, particularly in catchment areas. 
Notable rainfall variations have been experienced within the last decade, due to 
climate changes. Sri Lanka experience two seasonal monsoon rainfalls. 75% of the 
population lives in villages and most of them are farmers. The farmers use 
rainwater and water through irrigation systems with catchments and tanks in the 
country, specially in the dry zone for paddy cultivation. 

In Sri Lanka, water security is essential for many reasons: 

I. For paddy, vegetable, fruits cultivation and for milk farmers (mainly food 
production). 

II. For drinking water supply. 
n III. For power generatio

IV. Multiple purposes e.g. construction industries and other plantations (Tea, 
Coconut, Rubber, Cinnamon, Cane sugar) 

Therefore, in early 1988’s major multipurpose projects were started. The biggest of 
them all is Mahaweli Project. The Mahaweli River Basin covers 10,000 km2, one-
sixth of Sri Lanka’s land area and about 15% of the Islands population lives in the 
Mahaweli Basin. This is the longest river which extends across 9 districts out of 
25, in 5 provinces out of 9 provinces in the country. With the completion of the 
Mahaweli River basin Project, 3 Hydropower Projects were commenced and 
generates 550 mw per day and supply water to thousands of new farming areas, 
benefiting thousands of farmers in the dry zone and supplies water to tanks for 
irrigation purpose. 

In 1979, the Sri Lanka Mahaweli Authority (SLMA) was established by the 
Government as the coordinating agency for the Mahaweli Project. In 1996, a 
process of reform was initiated and SLMA was transformed into a river basin 
management institution. Now, SLMA focuses on planning and managing economic 
and resource development at a basic level, covering adjacent and other river basins. 

Another example is Kotmale River Basin in the Central part of the Island. Started 
in 2007, this river flows through tea plantation areas of 70 kms long. The water of 



Kotmale River used to generate hydropower of 150 mw per day and only one 
waterfall is affected during night. (Earlier, it was proposed to use water, affecting 5 
waterfalls). There were many challenges for this project by NGOs, General public 
and Political Parties, following which, the Project was reduced to one waterfall and 
the affected families were resettled with new houses and improved infrastructure 
facilities. The project was completed in 2012. These are examples of experiences 
we have gained when implementing projects related to water as far as water 
security is concerned. 

The drinking water for urban populations is supplied by the Water Board through 
purifying projects. The rural population is provided drinking water through well 
water, irrigation schemes and by collecting rainwater at community levels. At the 
moment, if no severe drought, the supplying of drinking water is not an issue. 
There are several such water schemes in the pipeline. 

Distinguish Guests, 

In 2010, Honorable Mahinda Rajapaksa, the President, in his National 
Development Policy Framework “Mahinda Chintana” states that, “Water supply 
will be augmented so as to fulfill the drinking water requirement of the nation”. 
This is a far reaching vision that would bring multiple benefits to the society as 
well as to the rapid growth and expansion of economic activities, both in urban and 
rural areas of the country. Steady access to water and sanitation is vital in 
achieving the desired economic success of the country as well as one of the 
indicators in the Millennium Development Goals. Therefore, our government has 
planned to assure continued investment to ensure 100% access to safe water. 
Increased demand for industrial water will be tackled partly through methods such 
as recycling of waste water and rainwater harvesting, etc. This is an indication of 
the leadership at the highest level of administration and its commitment. 

Sri Lanka, in her recent history experienced a Tsunami in December 2004. Two-
thirds of the coastal areas were affected by Tsunami waves. We lost 40,000 lives, 
103,000 houses and 100,000 fishing boats. By now, we have fully recovered. After 
the Tsunami devastation, the Government created a new ministry called Disaster 
Management, with full responsibility to act during any natural disaster. As a result 
of climate change, we experience several droughts and heavy rains from time to 



time. This Ministry is responsible for coordinating relevant Government or Non-
Governmental Organizations to minimize damages and provide relief to affected 
people. The early warning system was established to warn people of any 
impending disasters. 

The former Irrigation Department, now converted to a Ministry with the 
responsibility of Irrigation and Water Management, covers all river basin projects, 
tanks and resurveys. The Ceylon Electricity Board, responsible for power supply, 
coordinates with the Irrigation and Water Management Ministry, the use of water 
to generate power for irrigation purposes. 

The Environmental Laws related to Forestry, Sand and Mineral Mining have been 
strengthened. The different government institutions responsible to protect the 
environment are coordinated effectively to prevent illegal felling of trees, 
encroachments of forests and mining. 

Distinguished Excellencies, Guests and Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Sri Lanka, as all other countries, is also experiencing the negative effects of 
climate change.  During the past few years, we experienced a number of extreme 
weather events, especially droughts, floods and landslides which are directly 
related to water.  Accordingly, we made arrangements to formulate our national 
policy on Climate Change and Strategy. We also prepared the National Needs 
Assessment on Climate Change Adaptation and Mitigation with wide stakeholder 
participation.  We are now implementing some of the recommendations of the 
above and plans have been prepared to implement a majority of the 
recommendations in the future.  

As a result of measures taken by the Government while meeting the demand of 
increasing population and the development, we are in a reasonable position where 
the water security is concerned. After eradication of terrorism in 2009, Sri Lanka is 
on a rapid development path with political stability. Sri Lanka maintains 6-7% 
GDP growth and has doubled the per-capita income within the last five years from 
US$ 1,400 to US$ 3,000. Sri Lanka maintains a literacy rate of 93%, 
unemployment is less than 5% and has reduced poverty from 28% in 1994 to 8% 
by 2012. The life expectancy rate at birth is male 72 and female 76 years and 
shows the health care facility in the country in a good state. The mortality rate is 9 



to 1,000 child births. We have supplied electricity to 93% of the population 
through the national grid and by 2016 we expect to reach 100%. These are some 
social indicators to prove the Government’s commitment towards implementation 
of policies to uplift the living standards of the people under the leadership of His 
Excellency, Mahinda Rajapaksa, the President of Sri Lanka. 

In conclusion, I once again thank His Majesty, the much revered King of the 
Kingdom of Thailand for his leadership towards Water Management. Excellency 
Yingluck Shinawatra, the Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand, and the 
Government for the excellent arrangements for the 2nd Asia-Pacific Water Summit 
in Chiang Mai and the hospitality extended to us during our stay here.   

I hereby confirm the Chiang Mai Declaration. 

Thank You. 


