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In the Name of God The Compassionate, the Merciful 

 

Honorable Chairperson; 

Excellencies; 

Ladies and Gentlemen; 

I thank the Almighty God who provided me with the opportunity to 

participate in a summit that deals with the most important element for survival of 

all creatures. At the beginning I wish to thank Her Excellency Yingluck 

Shinawatra, Prime Minister, the Government and the People of Thailand for the 
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warm hospitality extended to us as well as for the excellent and successful 

arrangement made for organization of the present Summit. 

Water is the essence of life and manifestation of the divine blessing. Water 

brings happiness, peace and smoothness to human spirit. Water is the source of 

beauty of nature and it has always been used by poets, scholars, cultural people and 

artists in order to further flourish their talents and capacities.  

Advent and growth of civilizations and emergence of communities and 

populated areas in the course of centuries have been taken place beside water 

resources including fresh water rivers, lakes and springs turning water to the major 

element in promotion and evolution of the human being.  

The Almighty God also has promised a paradise, full of pure and potable 

water streams, to the good doers.  

Ladies and Gentlemen; 

Today water has been turned into an international and world issue and water 

scarcity in some parts of the world is now it is reaching a critical point. Based on 

some assessments, water will remain one of the major challenges in the world. 

Wasteful water consumption particularly in the field of agriculture is considered as 

the main reason behind water scarcity and water related problems in the world and 

especially in Asia and Pacific.  

Water crisis, in spite of its prevalence in all parts of the world, has never 

been of so political and security significance as it is in the Middle-East. Scarcity of 

fresh water resources, unparalleled distribution of water resources, shared and non-
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renewable of water resources as well as other challenges including uncontrolled 

population growth and growing water consumption in the Middle-Eastern 

countries, the agriculture-dependent economies, mismanagement of water 

consumption, territorial, and border and ideological conflicts between countries in 

this region are among the factors adversely affected this crisis.  

While world’s population has been tripled in the 20th century, the global 

water consumption has increased seven folds. Today around one third of the world 

population are suffering from water scarcity and this number will rise to two thirds 

by 2025. In other words, by 2025 while the world population will increase by two 

billions, the world water resources shall increase by 80% in order to meet the water 

consumption requirements. Ill-consumption of limited water resources and 

contamination of these resources will lead to environmental crises and disasters. 

The increasing rate of development in different countries, development of 

industrial areas in the world, too much use of fertilizers and pesticides in 

agriculture, discharge waste water in the receiving water resources,  agricultural 

wastes and hospital and domestic sewage, all, are posing serious threat to the 

quality and quantity of limited but valuable water resources. Integrated water 

resources management, while compensating some scarcities that leads to increase 

in the existing water resources, will reduce adverse impacts on the water resources 

to its minimum level giving rise to effective and optimum water management in 

favor of economic output and environmental and ecological sustainability; the 

sustainability that ensures protection of the ecosystem and environment in favor of 

future generations as well as equal access to secured water resources as the right of 
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all human beings and other creatures that has already been recognized and 

committed by all countries as the basic foundation of the water security.  

Honorable Chairperson; 

Ladies and Gentlemen; 

In order to find a way out of the present crisis in the water resources 

management, the Islamic Republic of Iran has included the following into its 

agenda: 

1- Making policies in the water sector based on the real values of water 

resources in favor of sustainable development and environmental protection. 

2- Employing the most effective water and waste water treatment facilities and 

equipment; using modern irrigation and water recycling systems; promoting 

waste water and sewage management programs for running waters and 

sewage treatment; using non-conventional water resources. 

3- Protecting water resources quality against contaminations through 

development of urban, rural, agricultural and industrial sewage treatment 

programs; preventing discharge of waste waters in the water resources and 

the environment; establishing integrated systems for monitoring surface and 

underground water resources and the integrated system for monitoring water 

pollution sources; watershed management; controlling sediments and 

erosion; controlling harvesting of underground water resources; and 

removing contamination from the source. 

4- Promoting awareness raising programs and people participation in 

preventing, controlling and containing water resources pollution. 
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Distinguished colleagues and friends; 

Asia and Pacific faces some crisis including shortage of water resources, 

drought, flood and storm. We emphasize the following points according to 

"Rio+20 Outcome Document so called,“the future we want": 

1- Water is the core of sustainable development which is interconnected with a 

certain number of global challenges that is why we stress on the importance 

of water integration in sustainable development.  

2- Aiming to provide mankind with affordable and safe water, all regional 

countries should contribute to increase their water storage capacity through 

injecting underground water and boosting aquifer traditional water storage in 

small-scale and storage of rains in wetlands. From the other side these 

countries need to change their water resources management to further 

elaborate on foundations of water trade and the effects left by virtual water 

on national economy and determination of real costs of water services and 

water evaluation divided among consumers and transparent water 

management with the focus on consumers' demands and increase of public 

partnership of people in supplying, preserving and consuming water.  

3- Increase in contribution and cooperation in trans-boundary, regional and 

international catchments to counter floods, drought and water shortage, 

paying attention to maintenance of balance between supply and demand of 

water and concentration of investment in water infrastructures and hygiene 

services.  
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4- Attaching importance to ecosystem factors, stressing on serious attention to 

vital ecosystem's right of water including wetlands, rivers, lakes, ecosystem 

services like flood control, irrigation, development of tourism industry and 

water transportation through water resources that all can generate annually 

trillions of dollars. Therefore protection of catchments, forests ad rangelands 

besides boosting underground waterbeds, wet lands and sweet water lakes 

can play important role in continuity and increase of this source of income.  

5- Increase of international helps to developing countries. 

6- Prevention of uncontrolled development of water farmlands, Optimization of 

agricultural products through reforms in management and distribution of 

water resources, taking advantage from new technologies and reuse of 

consumed water can all increase agricultural production and decrease water 

consumption. 

7- We propose a continuous all-out plan to be put into place by governments. 

According to this plan governments should put aside one percent of their 

GDP to solve water-related problems and crisis and form some organizations 

to settle differences and make coordination among common water resources.  

8- Water exchange and export among regional countries should be done 

according to technical, economic, social, political and environmental 

justification coupled with securing the rights of interested parties in every 

catchment.  
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9- Essential facilities to water operators in search of financial resources should 

be granted more to private sector aimed at investment in water projects with 

higher speed. 

10- Effective information dissemination and raising public awareness to 

save costs and optimize water consumption should all be put into 

government's agenda.  

Excellencies; 

Ladies and Gentlemen; 

 Expressing readiness for active partnership in regional cooperation with the 

aim of water resources management, sustainable development and expansion of 

ties with friendly countries in exchange of information and experiences and 

implementation of joint projects, Islamic Republic of Iran avails this opportunity to 

express its gratitude to Government of Thailand that made excellent arrangements 

to hold this conference in a successful manner and I wish all you friends to put 

conference decisions into place in your own countries.  

 

I thank you for your attention. 

 


