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Your Excellencies Heads of State and Heads of Government,  

Distinguished Guests,  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

1. It’s a great honour to deliver the keynote speech at this 2nd Asia-Pacific Water 

Summit here in Chiang Mai, Thailand. 

2. I would, first of all, like to express my sincere thanks to our host, the Royal Kingdom 

of Thailand, for its warmth and hospitality, and excellent arrangements for this important 

Summit. 

3. The theme of this year’s Summit—“Water Security and Water-related Disaster 

Challenges: Leadership and Commitment”—highlights the strong commitment of 

leaders around the world, to address the issue of water security and challenges cropping up 

with water disasters.  

4. Among the scarcities of natural resources the world is facing with today, water 

insufficiency is the most challenging issue because of rapid increase of global population and 

climate change.  

5. Based on the water scarcity alone, we have witnessed a series of water-related 

conflicts among countries that occurred in the 20th Century. Many disputes concerning the 

ownership of water resources have also been experienced because of its indispensible role in 

the socio-economic development. 



6. Another issue that our region has to cope with is water insecurity that has been 

brought about by natural disasters since Asia and the Pacific is the region which has had 

bitter experiences of all forms of natural disasters. 

7. We have also had bitter experiences of our own when cyclones Giri, Nargis and Mala 

as well as O2B flash flood occurred during the last decade. In response to these, the 

Government of Myanmar is taking all necessary measures to reduce the damage and 

casualties as much as possible in the event of natural disasters striking again. 

8. As recent as law few days, “Cyclone Mahasan” in the Bay of Bengal was about to 

strike the western parts of Myanmar and Bangladesh. This time, because we have time to 

prepare and with the lessons learnt, the rapid mobilization of the institutions at all levels, 

including the UN, NGOs, INGOs, was done bracing for the evitable. My delegation and I 

thought that we were going to miss this Water Summit. 

  Luckily, the cyclone died down along its course and passed into the areas without 

much damage and casualty and that’s why we are here, being able to participate this Summit 

with you. 

Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

9. In Myanmar, with four major rivers and many other smaller rivers, creeks and 

streams, and plus average 100 inches of annual rain-fall, the annual internal renewable 

freshwater resource has been calculated at 880 cubic kilometres, ranking second to Indonesia 

among the ASEAN countries.  

  Still, the majority of the households in the dry zone in the central part of the country 

have to spend most of their time and much of their efforts to fetch water for drinking and use, 

hence depriving them of income generating opportunities. 



10. For the reasons mentioned, the Government of Myanmar has urged and coordinated 

with individual well-wishers, relevant agencies and with international community to ensure 

sufficient water supply in these regions by sinking artesian wells and tube-wells as many as 

possible. However, these are short-term measures, and we need more coordinated and multi-

faceted efforts for long-term solutions.  

11. With these efforts, the percentage of total population with easy access to safe drinking 

water will soon reach 72 percent; however, the quality of water and water supply facilities 

still need to be improved.  

12. Nevertheless, Myanmar will spare no single effort to address the issue of water 

scarcity that has become more and more visible these days. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

13. Myanmar Government has been cooperating with international agencies including 

UN Collaborative Initiative on Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest 

Degradation (UNREED), JICA, UNEP, to help reduce climate change. Myanmar is 

determined to maintain these active collaborations. 

14. It is imperative to overcome the water related crises through regional collaboration 

and to strike balance between political stability, economic growth and social harmony while 

maintaining water security and environmental conservation. 

15. We look forward to the more active role of developed countries to assist 

underdeveloped and developing countries, through technical and financial support and 

transfer of advanced technology, so that these countries will be able to cope with water 

related challenges and to be able to build opportunities for resilience. 

16. In conclusion, let us sincerely hope that the results of the deliberations at this 2nd 

APWS will bring about ways and means 

- to address the issue of water security, 



- to overcome challenges and difficulties, and  

- to build more opportunities for resilience, in the years to come. 

  Thank you. 

 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

           


