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The 2nd Asia-Pacific Water Summit 
(19-20 May 2013, Chiang Mai, Thailand) 

 
Environmental aspects of water resources use in Turkmenistan 

 
(Presented by the Minister of Nature Protection of Turkmenistan                           

Babageldi Annabayramov) 
 
 
Mr. Chairman!  
Dear participants of the summit! 
Ladies and gentlemen! 
 
First of all, allow me, on behalf of the Government of Turkmenistan to 
express my deep gratitude to the Kingdom of Thailand for the invitation 
to participate in the summit of the highest level, and to thank the 
organizers for the excellent preparation and carrying out of activities of 
the Summit! 
 
In Turkmenistan, the issues of environmental protection, environmental 
safety and rational use of natural resources are of paramount importance 
and is one of the foundations of public policy. The initiatives announced 
by esteemed President of Turkmenistan Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov 
on the 65th and 66th sessions of the General Assembly of the United 
Nations to ensure environmental safety, environmental management and 
careful attitude to water resources, issues related to climate change, 
desertification, development of transport and communication areas in 
Central Asia and the Caspian basin reflect the commitment of 
Turkmenistan rate to positive international cooperation. One of the most 
important initiatives was a proposal of Turkmenistan to establish in 
Ashgabat city the UN Interregional Center to address issues related to 
climate change. Also, the President noted that in the Central Asian 
region it is needed to address the serious environmental problems: first, 
saving the Aral Sea and the rehabilitation of the unique natural resources 
of the Caspian Sea. Turkmen leader noted the need to establish an ad 
hoc international expert group which, in collaboration with the UN and 
its agencies could prepare a comprehensive international legal 
instrument for the Aral Sea. This direction can be developed based on 
the signed in 2010 in Ashgabat, the Memorandum of Understanding 
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between the United Nations and the Executive Committee of the 
International Fund for Saving the Aral Sea (IFAS - IFAS). 
 
Another important initiative made by the President of Turkmenistan is 
the proposal to consider the issues of the opening of regional office of 
the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) in one of the states of Central 
Asia, and the fact that Turkmenistan is ready to provide the necessary 
infrastructure for this.  
 
Economic and social development of Turkmenistan is largely dependent 
on water problems solutions, and undoubtedly water resources are 
considered as the main factors determining the development and 
distribution of productive forces of Turkmenistan. Water management is 
a key issue for Turkmenistan. Water resources are very limited due to 
geographical conditions and arid climate of Turkmenistan. Old Turkmen 
proverb says: "A drop of water - a grain of gold" - it shows the historical 
relationship of Turkmens to water as one of the most precious natural 
resources. All steps are taking to improve the water supply of the 
population. Since 2010 the State program to provide drinking water 
supply in rural areas is implementing. The need to improve the water 
supply and adjust the water sector led by the adoption in 2010 of the 
Law of Turkmenistan "On drinking water." The law defines the 
requirements for testing the quality of drinking water and its safety for 
human health, as the protection of sources of potable water and their use. 
 
To improve the condition of the irrigated land and the ecological 
stability the state implements a large-scale national project concentrated 
on allotment of drainage water in natural depressions in the Karakum 
desert - the creation of artificial Turkmen Lake "Altyn Asyr." 
 
Also there were developed and implemented the scheme of water 
protection of small river basins from pollution and depletion. These 
works are carried out for the protection and rational use of water 
resources, the maintenance of favorable hydrological and hydrochemical 
regimes of rivers, improvement of sanitary conditions, as well as 
integrated implementation of measures for the protection of surface 
runoff and groundwater in basins. 
 
In the face of climate change and scarce resources of water it is being 
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planned the adaptation measures that are included in the strategy 
adopted by the Government and programs: National strategy of 
Turkmenistan on Climate Change (2012), the National Forest 
Programme of Turkmenistan (2013). 
 
Very relevant to Turkmenistan and other Central Asian region are the 
issues of transboundary water resources, since most of the available 
water resources are transboundary in nature. Turkmenistan has been 
actively involved in the implementation of regional programs and 
projects for the integrated management of transboundary water resources 
in Central Asia. The results of these projects have received a good 
evaluation of the program partners. This cooperation has continued to 
develop in the following areas: 
 
- Improving the efficiency of water use by evaluating reuse methods of 
drainage water, as the shortage of water resources in the return water - 
this is a significant reserve, which can make up the deficit and be used 
for various needs of the economy; 
 
- Increase the capacity of local agencies involved in environmental 
monitoring, and capacity building of water management organizations; 
 
- Continued work on the development of GIS technology and the 
improvement of the national database on water resources using 
advanced science and technology. 
 
The next stage in the international water cooperation of Turkmenistan 
was the accession in 2012 to the UNECE Convention "Convention on 
the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International 
Lakes." In the framework of the Convention and subject to its provisions 
are being finalized for the preparation of the new edition of the Code of 
Turkmenistan "On the water". 
 
In his speech from the rostrum of the UN General Assembly President of 
Turkmenistan stressed that the most important problem directly related 
to the environment, is the use of water resources. In particular, in 
Central Asia, the rational use of water resources stands as one of the key 
factors affecting the dynamics of socio-economic development of the 
region. In this regard, Turkmenistan has always consistently supported 
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the resolution of water issues on the basis of universally recognized 
norms of international law, taking into account the interests of all 
countries in the region and with the active participation of the 
international community including the United Nations and other 
international organizations. It is important to note that the holding of the 
2nd Asia-Pacific Water Summit is very important from the point of view 
of a platform for dialogue between countries sharing regional 
experiences, mutual understanding on a wide range of water issues, 
cooperation and joint approaches.       
 In conclusion let me again express my sincere appreciation to the 
Thai side for the idea and excellent organization of the summit, and wish 
you success and prosperity to hospitable Thailand! 
 
Thank you! 
 
 


