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Your Excellencies, Distinguished delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen:  
 
On behalf of IUCN – and especially of my colleagues in the IUCN Asia Regional 
Office and the Oceania Regional Office – it is my pleasure to add to this opening of 
the Focus Area Sessions our welcome to delegates.  
 
We want to sincerely thank the Government of Thailand and the Secretariat of the 
Asia-Pacific Water Forum for the opportunity to take part in the preparation of the 
Summit and to lead the Focus Area Session on Environmental Water Security. 
 
We remember well the 1st Asia-Pacific Water Summit in Beppu. We are looking 
forward to seeing this 2nd Summit build upon the achievements of Beppu and on the 
progress made in the years since.  
 
As in other regions of the world, the pressures on water resources in Asia-Pacific are 
intense. Rapid growth, demographic shifts, climate change and urbanisation are 
raising the stakes for water.  
 
Achieving the goals of the region’s countries and their peoples for economic 
prosperity will require that water – so fundamental for health, energy and food 
security, social inclusion and biodiversity – is managed sustainably. Without this, as 
we know, water security ultimately fails. 
 
In this International Year of Water Cooperation, the message is clear: cooperation is 
the basis for the sustainable solutions for water security needed here and worldwide. 
Where we see this cooperation work best, it takes place locally, nationally and across 
borders.  
 
Dialogue among all stakeholders opens the spaces needed for water diplomacy to 
work, and for innovative, long-term and joint problem solving. This is surely the spirit 
of this Summit meeting, in pursuit of goals we all share. 
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IUCN is working in Asia-Pacific and elsewhere to support water cooperation – for 
example in the Mekong Water Dialogues, the BRIDGE programme in the 3S basin in 
the Mekong and in the Ecosystems for Life project in India and Bangladesh. For 
IUCN these programmes help build consensus among communities and among 
countries that is vital for conserving biodiversity – as well as for broadening an 
understanding that nature is a provider of solutions for water security. 
 
Nature performs critical services – such as water storage, flood regulation and 
filtration – that make ecosystems part of water infrastructure. IUCN’s experience is 
that working with natural infrastructure enhances the environmental contribution to 
water security, helps to lower disaster risk and to build climate change resilience.  
 
We believe it creates opportunities that will be important for sustainable and resilient 
development in the Asia-Pacific – opportunities to:  

• reduce social and environmental impacts from water infrastructure 
development 

• to help optimise the water-energy-food nexus 
• to reduce disaster risks for flood and drought 
• and to accelerate investment in restoring polluted and degraded rivers.  

 
We are greatly looking forward to sharing what IUCN has been learning about water 
cooperation and natural infrastructure solutions for water security here in Chiang Mai 
– and to further developing and strengthening the partnerships needed to apply these 
lessons in policy and to move them to action.  
 
IUCN thanks the Government of Thailand for hosting this summit. We wish also to 
convey our gratitude to the Thai Government for hosting IUCN’s Asia Regional 
Office in Bangkok.  
 
We appreciate also the excellent collaboration extended to IUCN by the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of Thailand. 
 
And to all delegates, we wish you a successful and rewarding 2nd Asia-Pacific Water 
Summit. 
 
Thank you.  
 


