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Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen 

 

 Let me first express my heart-felt appreciation and congratulation to Royal 

Thai Government and Asia-Pacific Water Forum, especially the both Secretariats, for 

organizing this already successful Asia-Pacific Water Summit for the second time. 

 Water is life. But water is also a threat to life. During the past decade, 

water-related disasters have not only struck more frequently but have also been more 

severe, hampering sustainable development by causing political, social and economic 

shocks in many countries. Over 90% of disasters in the world are water-related in terms 

of number of affected people. Asia and Pacific share more than 80% of the toll. 

 Disaster risk is driven by climate variability, poor land management, ecosystem 

degradation, and social unpreparedness, and especially influx of population into 

vulnerable zones.Over the past 30 years, the proportion of people living in flood-prone 

river basins increased by 114 percent and on cyclone-exposed coastlines by 192 percent. 

In this worsening situation, the poor suffer the most 

 Recent mega-water disasters such as flooding in Thailand and Tsunami in 

Japan have demonstrated that the issue of water and disasters is no longer a local issue, 

but is a global issue, as the effect of disasters spread beyond borders in a world where 

the global economy and society are inseparably connected. Cooperation and solidarity 

among nations is the only rational way forward.  

 Experiences in Asia and Pacific has demonstrated effectiveness of 

early-warning liked with drills and education, balanced combination of structural and 

non-structural measures, integrated water resources management from mountains to the 

sea, and good disaster governance in reducing disaster risks. Important thing now is 

political will to make things happen. 

 The United Nations Special Thematic Session on Water and Disasters was held 

on March 6th, 2013 at the United Nations Headquarters in New York as the first 



high-level UN event dedicated to the issue of water and disasters. The Debate organized 

by the Secretary-General and UNSGAB opened new horizon and hope for a change. At 

the outset of the Conference, the UN Secretary-General Mr. Ban Ki-moon stated that he 

has “prevention of disasters” as the most important priority during his term as the 

Secretary General… Mr. Ban says “If we prevent these disasters, we can save lots of 

human lives, energy, and resources, with which we can devote more in social, economic 

and environmental development. Water and disasters is one of the most important issues 

we have to address.” 

 This is very encouraging statement, but if Asia and Pacific that shares more 

than 80% of water-related disasters, do not respond immediately to this wake-up call, 

his encouragement will be rapidly forgotten and water and disasters will be buried in 

mountains of competing agenda items in international diplomatic arena. 

 Alternately, Asia and Pacific can lead the world in this area if they are willing 

to take actions. In the UN Special Session, for example, establishment of regular 

dialogue process by Member States on water and disasters was called for. This is very 

meaningful. The proposal will gain momentum if there are active participation and 

support by Asia and Pacific States which are the largest beneficiary of the process. We 

sincerely hope that leaders of Asia and Pacific guide the world on this critical issue. 

 As 2015, the end year of Millennium Development Goal, approaches quickly, 

discussing and deciding an international target on water and disasters for Post-2015 

Agenda is an urgent issue Asia and Pacific should also address. Global Scientific 

Community including ICHARM has set up a committee under International Research 

on Disaster Risks to scientifically support political decision on the target. Leaders can 

rely on scientists for their good works in discussing and deciding the target. 

 Disasters know no limits. It is most crucial to anticipate what’s ahead and 

prepare for the worst. I sincerely hope that Asia-Pacific Water Summit in this auspicious 

International Year of Water Cooperation will provide with opportunities for countries 

and stakeholders to share experiences and renew their commitment for actions towards 

the world with less risks and more resilience on water. 

 Thank you 


