
Statement by of the Minister of Works, Tranport and 

Infrastructure Of The Independent State of Samoa 

 
 

Your Excellency, Dr. Plodprasop Suraswadi – Deputy Prime Minister and 

Chairman of the Water & Flood Management Commission of the Royal 

Kingdom of Thailand, my esteemed colleagues from the Asia- Pacific region 

who are here today, greetings to you all. 

 

It is an honour to attend this Asia-Pacific Water Ministers’ Forum and wish 

to give my appreciation to the various statesmen, dignitaries and delegates 

from other regions of the world and non-government organisations.  

 

We are all too aware of the water vulnerabilities and needs of the small 

Pacific islands including our own country Samoa.  

 

As a small island nation, Samoa faces unique challenges and these unique 

challenges require unique solutions.  Some sustainable solutions for water 

for Samoa are given as follows: 

(1) Improving the leakage percentage to ease pressure on water 

resources. This is done by upgrading old water pipes and check for 

visible leaks. We have laid 84 kilometres of new water pipes on 

both Upolu and Savaii islands through the WASSP (Water Sector 

Support Program). New water pipe networks have been realigned  

where possible to avoid vulnerable or hazard areas that have been 

mapped. 

(2) Improve water quality by changing raw water supplies to treated 

water.   There is a further 2 rapid filters installed and to be 

completed later this year.  In the last 2 years, there were 5 rapid 



filters built and funded through the European Union EDF 9 giving 

14,000 people in the rural areas of Upolu island treated water. 

There are 4,000 people who will also get treated water for the 

island of Savaii under the same project.  

 

(3) There are strategies to upgrade the use of black sand as owners 

have raised their claims, forcing SWA to look into white sand 

which is still being researched in Japan.   

 

These solutions require a sustainable management approach.  Samoa has 

experienced the effects of climate change through changing weather patterns 

extending the dry season. Samoa has generated its climate risk profile 

(reported in its 2nd National Communications to the UNFCCC) which 

indicates a likely 1.2% increase in rainfall, 7% increase in extreme wind 

events, sea level rise of 32cm, and a  0.7degrees Centigrade  increase in 

average maximum temperature by 2050. Such impacts will threaten the 

security of Samoa's water resources by saline water intrusion, droughts, 

flooding, and water borne diseases from warmer water bodies. The 

Authority has encouraged its’ customers to use water tanks and conservative 

methods to save water during the heavy rain spells for use in the dry season. 

This “rain harvesting” method is used in the dry areas on the south western 

side of the island of Savaii. However, drilling in this area have been 

completed with water extracted been fully tested and complied with our 

National Water Standards. 

 

The Government of Samoa continues to utilise its’ surface water and only 

when the water resource is scarce we use the borehole to extract the water.  

 



The option of desalination is still being looked at but the cost of operation is 

still prohibitive .We are also discussing the use of solar energy to pump 

water but investigations are still in the primitive stages. The solar power 

usage is still limited to single phase and all SWA bores are 3 phases only.   

 

We will look at developing new water supplies to meet the needs of our 

people in the future and may look in developing low cost water filtration 

options to increase good quality water for all.  

 

The adoption by Samoa of a sector wide approach ensures that the water 

sector plan is climate proof and that there is commitment by all the 

stakeholders involved commencing with the current situation and then plan 

for the future.  This sector approach has facilitated the identification of gaps 

which can be earmarked for possible donor assistance. More climate 

observation stations have been established to collect data at the micro level 

in order to understand further the patterns of water availability in specific 

parts of the islands that have been challenged by water scarcity in the past, 

as well as the impacts on their availability as a result of climate forces. 

 

Samoa is ready and willing to do its part to safeguard itself, its people, its 

neighbors, and the Asia-Pacific Community as a whole from water-related 

disasters. We look forward to a continuing, successful partnership and 

collaboration with our colleagues here today.  Again, I thank Mr Chairman 

for taking the lead in this important initiative, and we look forward to 

continued engagement on these water issues. 

Once again from the Government and the people of Samoa, 

Thank you.           

 


