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Your Excellency President Emomalii Rahmon, 

Honorable Dr. Gabor Baranyai, 

Honorable Professor Tommy Koh, 

Distinguished Delegates, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
It gives me great pleasure to welcome all of you this morning to the Focus Area Sessions of the 2nd Asia-Pacific Water Summit 
on “Water Security and Water-related Disaster Challenges: Leadership and Commitment” jointly organized by the Asia-Pacific 
Water Forum and the Royal Thai Government in the historic and beautiful city of Chiang Mai. 
The Thai Government is honoured to host this Summit.  I am delighted that today’s Focus Area Sessions is attended by 
numerous and diverse delegates and experts from the Asia-Pacific region and beyond.  We extend our sincere appreciation to 
the APWF Governing Council members for providing Thailand the opportunity to host this important event.    This Summit 
was originally planned for the 5th and 6th of February 2012 in Bangkok but was rescheduled to this week, in Chiang Mai, 
because of the 2011 floods that devastated Thailand.  We especially appreciate your support in this matter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Today’s meeting reflects the timely and strong joint efforts, as well as the commitment of the Asia-Pacific countries, in 
addressing water security and water-related disaster challenges, which affect the lives of individuals, local communities, and 
societies at all levels.  More importantly, this Summit carries on the momentum of the 1st APWS, held in Beppu, Japan, in 
building up national, regional and international capacity and cooperation in addressing water-related challenges.  It also 
provides an opportunity to review the progress of implementation of a series of initiatives for addressing water-related 
challenges and to find ways and means to achieve the ambitious goal of making the Asia-Pacific a water-secured region. 
This 2nd APWS consists of three parts. First, the Technical Platform which includes the Exhibitions and the Technical 
Workshops, held from 16 to 18 May, aimed to provide a forum for experts to jointly identify and discuss water security and 
water-related disaster challenges from a technical point of view.  Second is today’s invitation-only Focus Area Sessions (FAS) 
of policy-related discussions on priority issues of water security and water-related disaster challenges in the Asia-Pacific 
region.  A one-page summary, emerging from each FAS session, will be presented to the Leaders Forum and included in the 
Summary Report.  Third is the Leaders Forum convened tomorrow where Heads of State and Government from the Asia-
Pacific region, as well as representatives from regional and international development agencies and business sector, gather to 
strengthen partnerships on water security.  I hope that tomorrow’s Leaders Forum will provide inputs and suggestions which 
can be incorporated into the summary of today’s Focus Area Sessions.  If required, a special session may be arranged to 
implement the leaders’ vision.   
We hope that this Summit will contribute to a historic advancement in water security policy and lead ways to concrete 
cooperation among the Asia-Pacific countries and their partners. 
I am pleased to inform you that, for the Exhibitions, there are 12 pavilions, 108 technical booths, 88 trade booths, 52 OTOP 
venders, involving exhibitors from 52 countries including 25 international (for example, from Korea, China, Switzerland, 
Israel, Japan and the Netherlands) and 27 Thai exhibitors.  More than a thousand participants are involved in the 46 sessions 
offered during the Technical Workshops.  We have attracted an average of 3,000 visitors attending exhibitor stands daily.  We 
are happy to have you all as a vital part of this success. 
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Once again, on behalf of the National Organizing Committee of the 2nd Asia-Pacific Water Summit and myself, I would like to 
express my sincere gratitude for joining us and for your active participation in the discussion and deliberation on the key issues 
in this Summit.   
I hope today’s Focus Area Sessions will not only promote dialogue and cooperation among governments of the region, but also 
mobilize a series of actions by business and academic communities as well.  On behalf of the Royal Thai Government, I would 
like to assure you our heartiest commitment and full support in this regard. 
THANK YOU 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


