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Your Excellency Madam Yingluck Sinawatra,  

Your Excellencies the Heads of delegations,  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is an honour and privilege for me to be here amongst you in this Summit organized by the 

Royal Thai Government in collaboration with the Asia-Pacific Water Forum and its international 

and regional partners in this beautiful city of Chiang Mai.  On behalf of the Government of 

Nepal, my delegation and on my own, allow me to express sincere thanks to the organizers for 

hosting this event of great significance and providing hospitality to me and my delegation during 

the summit.   

This summit is on an important theme of “Water Security and Water-Related Disaster 

Challenges”. I consider this an important occasion, as we are here to determine the common 

agenda on water resources development and management for the benefit of people of our 

countries and region. I would like to express sincere thanks to Her Excellency Madam Yingluck 

Sinawatra, Prime Minister of Thailand, for the kind invitation to take part in this Summit.  

Excellencies, Ladies and gentlemen; 

Water and river systems are the factors for the origin and growth of human civilizations. Water 

provides the life support system for human beings as well as all living creatures. However, 

increase in population, rapid urbanization and unplanned development activities are posing threat 

to water, the precious finite resource. Melting of snows in the Himalayas, erratic rainfall patterns, 

retreating glaciers, depleting groundwater are some of the phenomenon that are being observed 

regularly. Countries are experiencing the events of water induced disasters more frequently 
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nowadays than before. Security of water for food, energy and prosperity as well as security from 

water to prevent loss of life and property are the main agenda that require common approach. 

Nepal, a landlocked country of South Asia in a global map, is rich in water resources, bio-

diversity and ecosystem. However, to-date, only about 15 billion cubic meter of water out of 225 

billion cubic meter of annual water flow is being utilized for economical and social development 

activities.  

Before 1990s, development and management of water resources were based on its different 

sector basis. This created challenges in sustainable use of water resources.  In fact, not only 

Nepal, but the whole world is experiencing such problems and challenges related with water 

resources development and management. Various regional and international treaties are also 

being implemented for addressing such challenges and for achieving the objective of sustainable 

development of water resources to benefit the whole world.   

Nepal has expressed its commitment to the principles of Integrated Water Resources 

Management as declared from various international commissions and conferences namely 

Brundland Commission, 1987, Dublin Conference, 1992, and the 1992 Rio Conference. In this 

context, Nepal recognizing the declarations adopted in various forums, adopts Water Resources 

Strategy and Plans and emphasizes on security to and from water, equitable distribution, social 

inclusion and gender mainstreaming in order to narrow down the existing wider gaps in socio-

economic sectors among the remote and accessible; rural and urban as well as rich and the poor. 

Excellencies, Ladies and gentlemen; 

Climate of Nepal is dictated by Himalayan range and is very diverse, ranging from tropical in the 

south to alpine in the north.  The country's three distinct geographies-the snow covered 

mountains, the mid hills and the Tarai (plains)-embodie this diversity. Precipitation is fed largely 

by the South Asian Monsoon system (SAM). The timing and volume of monsoon rainfall in 

relation to the spatial mountain landscape is poorly understood. The dramatic variation in altitude 

over a short distance results orographic effects making our ability to forecast very difficult.  
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Global climate change has shown pronounced effect on the climate of Nepal as well. It projects 

that the temperature over Nepal will increase between 0.50C and 2.00C with a mean of 1.40C by 

the 2030s. The number of hot days is projected to increase by up to 55% by the 2060s. 

Climate change is also to have wide range of precipitation changes, especially during the 

monsoon: from a decrease of 14% to an increase of 40% by the 2030s. 

Rise in temperatures and a fall in the amount of precipitation in the Himalayas including the 

tallest mountain of the world, the Mount Everest, has led to shrinking of mountain glaciers by 30 

percent along with an upward movement of snowline by 180 meters in the last five decades. It 

has been established that there has been a decrease in the glacial mass in the Hindu-Kush 

Himalayan and other mountains in the region and beyond. The Everest region, home to a 

majority of potentially threatened glacial lakes and lakes formed by the melting of snow, has 

seen a rise in temperature by 0.6 degrees Celsius and also measurable decrease in precipitation in 

a decade's period. Green House gases (GHG) is identified as the main cause that ‘altered climate’ 

which led to the decline in snow and ice in the region. Smaller Glaciers are also disappearing fast 

and have experienced a 43 percent decrease in the surface area since the 1960s.  

Together, the emerging dynamics of climate change as they relate to flooding, aridity, drought 

and forest fires could significantly increase the impact on local-level food and livelihood 

systems. The Government of Nepal recently completed its national-level adaptation plan 

(NAPA). The plan identifies different priority projects and recognizes the need for local-level 

adaptation plans. 

Excellencies, Ladies and gentlemen; 

Nepal is putting its effort to adapt to the increased number of events of water induced disasters 

due to climate change. Nepal is also equally concerned by depleting snow mass reserve in the 

Himalayas. We believe that individually we can attempt to prepare ourselves for minimizing the 

effects of extreme condition of climate with whatever minimum financial resources available 

with us. However, it is our strong belief that our collective effort is required for gradually de-
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accelerating the climate change process. For this, generous contribution is essential from the 

countries who contributed to the GHG gas emissions. 

I strongly believe that this forum is an important opportunity for offering solutions to the existing 

water related problems and it could also play an important role in acting as a bridge to narrow 

down the existing gap of disparity and conflicts among the rich and poor; developed and 

developing nations; upper and lower riparian states as well as modern technology and traditional 

water culture. 

I am confident that this summit, through our synergetic efforts, will be able to produce a 

common strategy for a water secure planet for all of us. My delegation is with you all in our 

collective endeavour towards this end. 

I thank you all. 

 
 


