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Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen 

It is a great honour for me to speak before this august gathering on behalf of UN-Habitat.       

I bring to you the special greetings and Best Wishes from Dr. Joan Clos, Executive Director, 

UN-Habitat. UN-Habitat is the lead organization for urban water security and has been a 

partner organization of APWF. 

As you all know that the role of Asia in the global economy has significantly increased. 

However, the issue of urban water security is of great concern, for a number of reasons. 

Firstly, most of the industries that are driving the economic growth of the region require 

reliable supplies of freshwater for some part of their production cycle. 

Secondly, the region’s expanding urban populations need more water for drinking, for 

personal hygiene and for the industry, institutions and urban agriculture.  

Thirdly, expanding industrializing economies and urbanized populations demand increased 

energy supplies, which in turn rely on access to water. 

Balancing these, often competing demands, will require better planning including urban 

planning and management of water resource allocation, creation of efficient and responsive 

service providers, and engagement with a broader set of water stakeholders. 

The world has no doubt met the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) of drinking water 

target ahead of the 2015 schedule; and the countries of the Asia and Pacific region have been 

successful in reducing the proportion of people without access to safe drinking water. In the 

20 years, 1990 to 2010, an additional 1.7 billion people in the region have gained access to 

safe water. But more than 65% of the region’s people still do not have a safe, secure water 

supply piped to the house. We need to find ways to work with governments at all levels,  

utilities, both public and private sector, and civil society organizations to accelerate the 

expansion of these vital services to the millions still not served. 

The slow progress on the MDG goal of halving the proportion without access to improved 

sanitation is of great concern. This target will not be achieved by 2015. Over 1.7 billion 

people do not have access to improved sanitation. Continued efforts to increase access to 

improved sanitation will be required in both rural and urban areas. 

The region needs to invest $130 billion in improved water supply and improved sanitation in 

the coming years. 
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In cities and towns across Asia, only about 20% of urban wastewater is treated. 80% of 

wastewater is discharged untreated to rivers, lakes and wetlands with adverse impacts on 

human health and also the health of the ecosystems of our water ways. These discharges also 

adversely impact the cost of downstream use of water. 

As communities and individuals become wealthier, the demand for better protection of the 

environment and ecosystems increases. With 80% of the rivers in Asia being categorized as 

being in “poor health” reducing water pollution is seen as one of the most urgent challenges 

for water security in the region in general and urban water security in particular. 

These issues give a strong indication that the management of the region’s water resources and 

the provision of water services are continuing to fall short of what is required for the people 

of Asia and the Pacific to enjoy a water secure future. 

Water related risks are not restricted to water supply, sanitation and water use in economic 

activities. We have seen in recent years the devastating impacts of floods and droughts on 

peoples’ lives and livelihoods, as well as far reaching impacts on supply chains that now 

extend globally. The floods in Pakistan, Thailand, Sri Lanka, Philippines and the People’s 

Republic of China have been a sharp wake-up call to governments and development agencies, 

including UN organisations. In 2011 alone, flood damage was estimated at over $61 billion. 

We need to develop new strategies to enable countries increase their preparedness for water 

related hazards and to enable faster recovery when disasters do occur. 

2013 is the International Year of Water Cooperation. The water crisis experienced in many 

countries of the region, the rising uncertainty due to increasing climate variability and 

change, and the unprecedented rate of urbanization, are transforming societies and placing 

new stresses on water systems. The need for cooperation among all sectors of society for 

inclusive growth in Asia and the Pacific has never been greater. We at UN-Habitat are  

pleased to observe that new water partnerships are emerging, reflected by increased 

participation of the private sector, civil society groups and young people at various 

international fora.  

UN-Habitat has been working in Asia since 2003 in partnership with the national 

governments and ADB. UN-Habitat has also been partnering with Asia Pacific Water Forum 

since its inception in 2006 to build capacity in the region and to work for the water security in 

the region. Let us discuss in the Focus Area Sessions and articulate our recommendations to 

the Summit Leaders for sustainable urban water security for the region. 

Most countries in the region need to make substantial investments if they are to provide their 

populations with sustainable urban water security. Increasing urban water security will 

require mobilization of new levels of cooperation among all economic sectors and sections of 

society. We at UN-Habitat believe that investments in smart solutions and capacity 

development will increase water security for urban enterprises and communities, for cities 

and towns, and for ecosystems. 

Yesterday we had Technical Workshops which focused on developing strategies for realizing 

the goal of universal and sustainable access to water and sanitation. In focus area sessions 

today we shall be further deliberating and discussing many aspects of water security and the 

steps required to create a water secure future for the people of Asia and the Pacific. APWF 

together with national governments will gain greatly from these insights and advice on how 
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national governments and international development agencies and organisations should focus 

their efforts including investments to help ensure equitable and secure access to water. We 

see this as an essential foundation for sustainable and inclusive economic growth. Ladies and 

gentlemen, increasing urban water security is an urgent imperative for our work now, and in 

the decades ahead. 

Thank You !! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


