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Your Majesty, 
Your Excellency Presidents and Prime Ministers,  
Excellencies,  
Distinguished Delegates,  
Ladies and Gentlemen,  
In my capacity as Chairman of the Organizing Committee of the 2nd Asia-
Pacific Water Summit on “Water Security and Water-related Disaster 
Challenges: Leadership and Commitment”, I wish to express my sincere 
gratitude to Your Excellencies Presidents, Prime Ministers and Ministers 
from all countries attending this Summit today. 



The Technical Workshops and the Focus Area Sessions of the 2nd APWS 
were held from 14 to 19 May, and I would like to share with you the 
outcome of those meetings for your deliberation today.  
Chiang Mai was chosen as the venue for this Summit because it is located 
on the largest and most significant watershed area in Thailand which gives 
birth to the Ping River, the most important tributary of Chowpraya river 
providing the lifeline for Thailand’s livelihood, society and economy.  
The first part of the Summit was the Technical Workshops and the 
Exhibitions, held from 14 to 18 May, during which Thailand’s water 
resources management by public and private sectors, as well as scientific 
means and mathematical model used in such conduct, were showcased. 
The second part of the Summit was the Technical Sessions, held from 16 
to 18 May, provided a forum for experts to discuss ways and means to 
achieve sustainable water resources management.  
The third part of the Summit emphasized 7 focus areas, namely, Economic, 
Food and Water Security, Urban Water Security, Environmental Water 
Security, Household Water Security, Water Risks and Resilience, Integrated 
Water Resources Management Process for a Water Secure World, and 
Water- related Disaster Challenges. During the Focus Area Sessions, 
participants collaboratively translated agreed solutions within broader 
contexts of the World Water Forum into a plan of action for Asia and the 
Pacific as floods pose challenges to people of the region which is the most 
disaster-prone region in the world. 



The final and the most important part of the Summit is today’s Leaders 
Forum in which speeches and statements of Heads of State and 
Government (as well as Heads of Delegation) will feature leadership and 
commitment to water resources management covering water security, our 
future livelihood, as well as how to face water-related disasters resulting 
from severe storms which continue to intensify due to climate change.  
I hope that this Summit will lead to the adoption of the Chiang Mai 
Declaration which is the key of two-pronged approach; firstly, to unlock the 
door for successful utmost planning of a good and better water resources 
management and, secondly, lock the door for any water scarcity, draught, 
and catastrophic flood.  
On this auspicious occasion, I have the honour to invite Her Excellency 
Madam Yingluck Shinawatra, Prime Minister of Thailand, to deliver the 
Opening Remarks and Keynote Address.  
The Prime Minister’s Remarks and Address will be followed by statements 
by Heads of State and Government, as well as Keynote Address and 
addresses by the President of the 67th Session of the United Nations 
General Assembly, the President of the Asia-Pacific Water Forum, the 
Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations and Executive Secretary of 
the ESCAP and the President of the Asian Development Bank respectively.  
THANK YOU.  
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