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Summary of his Comments 

 
Topic 1: Sharing experience and lessons learned about water and 
disasters 
 

 Large-scale water-related disasters have frequently 
occurred in various regions in recent years. 
 

 We believe that in order to reduce water-related disasters, 
it is important for each country to implement disaster 
prevention measures. 
 

 The Great East Japan Earthquake caused tsunamis 
which were far greater than expected, and brought about 
enormous damage. 
 

 I would like to take this opportunity to express our 
gratitude to the international community for all their kind 
support to emergency response and recovery at that time, 
and I feel that we have to share the lessons learned and 
experience on that disaster. 
 

 We believe that investment in disaster prevention is 
essential to build up safe society. 
 

 Also, investment in disaster prevention pays off 
economically. 



 
 If a major disaster occurs in a country, its own response 
might not be sufficiently produced. 
 

 In such cases, we believe that it is necessary to strengthen 
international cooperation including disaster recovery 
assistance through regional cooperation. 
 

 Japan has accumulated experience in disaster risk 
reduction and has improved both structural and 
non-structural measures of disaster prevention and 
mitigation including scientific technologies, based on past 
experience in coping with natural disasters frequently 
occurred, such as earthquakes and floods 
 

 Japan is willing to provide other countries, particularly 
Asian and Pacific countries, with competent knowledge 
and technologies in disaster risk reduction to strengthen 
capacity of each country for disaster risk reduction. 

 
Topic 2: Post-2015 development agenda - In order for each country 

to prepare for future disasters, what achievements and 
targets should be set? 

 
 Japan believes that it will be effective to set a target of 
"reducing the number of deaths and economic damages by 
floods, drought and other natural disasters all over the 
world" in the post-2015 United Nations Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs), which is currently being 
discussed in the United Nations. 
 

 If this target is set, it will be clear why each country needs 
to invest in disaster risk reduction. It is also useful for the 
international community to support investment in 



disaster risk reduction through the assistance to 
developing countries. 
 

 In addition, we recommend that each country have  
statistics on disaster to promote disaster risk reduction.  
 

 Based on disaster statistics, objective data analysis and 
verification of the records on past disasters would be 
effective to make rational decisions about how various 
resources should be allocated for disaster 
countermeasures. 
 

 Furthermore, I believe that understanding of the 
importance of efforts related to water and disaster in the 
UN has to be promoted. It is therefore needed to create a 
platform for regular discussion, where high-level 
representatives from the UN member states responsible 
for water-related disaster risk reduction, specialized UN 
agencies, and international aid agencies can get together. 
 

 Finally, I would like to emphasize that the year 2015 will 
be an important year for advancing international 
cooperation for disaster risk reduction.  
 

 While the United Nations Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) will be revised in that year, the Third World 
Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction will be held in 
Japan for the purpose of reviewing and strengthening the 
Hyogo Framework for Action.  
 

 We hope that all of you will actively participate in the 
2015 conference and develop a new framework for disaster 
risk reduction. 


