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Dear Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Good afternoon. Currently, water security has become a global 

issue threatening sustainable socio-economic development. Under 

the theme of “Economic, Food and Water Security”, this session is 

of great significance for exchanging experience and discussing 

countermeasures to jointly address water issues in the Asia-Pacific 

region. I would like very much to take this opportunity to discuss 

with you, dear colleagues, China’s water management practices and 

endeavors in recent years.  

1. Water Resources and China’s Economic Development and 

Food Security 

China witnesses severe water shortage as well as flood and 

drought disasters. Water is the decisive element for socio-economic 

development. The Chinese government has always been attaching 

high importance to water security. After more than 50 years of 

efforts, we have established relatively sound water conservancy 
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project system, which has basically guaranteed China’s flood control 

and prevention security, water security, food security and economic 

development. On the other hand, China is undergoing rapid 

modernization under the backdrop of huge population and scarce 

water resources, uneven spatial and temporal distribution of water 

resources, as well as frequent flood and drought disasters, during 

which water has become a prominent factor restricting China’s 

sustainable economic and social development.  

First, the gap between water supply and demand is still 

huge, and the task of protecting water supply security arduous. 

The total water consumption in China has reached 621.3 billion 

cubic meters, with an average annual growth rate of 1%. This low 

growth rate has been supporting nearly 10% of average annual 

economic growth. On the other hand, the total amount of water 

shortage still stands at more than 50 billion cubic meters, with 

alarming water resources scarcity in North China, 

engineering-related water scarcity in southwest China and water 

pollution in developed coastal areas. At the same time, water use 

efficiency and productivity has been staying on a low level of less 

than 1.2 kilograms of food output per cubic meters of water and 78 

cubic meters of water for every 10 thousand RMB of industrial 

added value. Due to strong water demand growth because of rapid 

development, together with low water use efficiency, the constraint 

of water resources to socio-economic development will become 
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more prominent.  

Second, there are still many weak links in flood control, 

causing a high risk of flood disaster. 11% of the land in China is in 

flood control area threatened by floods, where we have 35% of 

arable land, 90% of large and medium-sized cities and 80% of 

industrial and agricultural output. Although flood control capacity of 

China’s major rivers has been significantly increased and flood 

prevention standard of important cities has been raised to once in a 

hundred to two hundred years, flood control standard of small and 

medium rivers is still low, and is seeing frequent flash floods; 

besides, many weak links of flood control system still exist, causing 

severe floods. Over the past 20 years, direct economic loss due to 

floods has amounted to 460 billion dollars. 

Third, farmland water conservancy facilities are weak and 

the task of protecting food security is arduous. More than half of 

China’s arable land is located in arid, semi-arid areas, where food 

production relies mainly on irrigation. Over the years, through 

large-scale construction of farmland water conservancy, the area of 

irrigation districts in China has reached 61.46 million hectares; we 

have succeeded in realizing agriculture output growth for nine 

consecutive years without increasing agricultural water consumption. 

However, nearly 50% of the arable land across the country is lacking 

irrigation and drainage facilities, and the aging water projects in the 

existing irrigation districts are losing their effectiveness. Inadequate 
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farmland water conservancy facilities and exacerbated climate 

change are pushing high the risk of larger and prolonged droughts 

and floods, which in turn poses serious threat to food security. 

2. Measures of Safeguarding Water Security 

In order to safeguard water security, the Chinese government 

will strengthen the following six measures for the time being and the 

near future: 

1) Promoting transformation of water utilization pattern to 

build a water-saving society. Facing an alarming water resources 

situation, China has established the most stringent water resources 

management system to promote the sustainable utilization of water 

resources on the system level. First, we will control total water 

consumption, transform water supply management to water demand 

management, and curb unreasonable newly added water 

consumption. Second, we will improve water use efficiency, 

strengthen water quota and water use plan management, integrate 

water saving with readjustment of economic layout and industrial 

structure in order to form production and consumption patterns 

conducive to water conservation, and thus promoting the building of 

a water-saving society. Third, we will strictly control pollutant 

discharge into rivers and lakes, protect water resources and river and 

lake health.  

2) Strengthening building of flood prevention and disaster 

mitigation system to ensure flood control security. We will 
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continue to advance governance of major rivers while putting more 

emphasis on such weak links of flood prevention as medium and 

small river management, reinforcement of hazardous reservoirs, 

mountain flood prevention and control. In the meantime, we will 

step up efforts in strengthening hydrological monitoring and 

forecasting as well as flood control regulation and commanding 

system in order to comprehensively enhance flood control and 

disaster mitigation capacity. 

3) Speeding up construction of water resources allocation 

projects to ensure water supply security. We will continue to 

improve engineering system for water resources allocation to 

enhance temporal and spatial water resources allocation capacity. In 

engineering-related water-scarce areas, we will accelerate the 

construction of key water projects to improve water resources 

protection in urban and rural areas; while in areas where water 

resources is naturally scarce and water ecological environment is 

vulnerable, we will strengthen water saving, carry out rational 

construction of cross-regional and cross-basin water transfer projects 

in order to strike a balance between socio-economic development 

and bearing capacity of water resources in the region.  

4) Improving farmland water conservancy facilities to 

guarantee food security. We will carry out water-saving upgrading 

and renovation of existing irrigation districts and improve irrigation 

and drainage facilities to construct farmland meeting the high 
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standard of “good harvest despite droughts and floods”. In areas 

with better water and soil resources conditions, we will designate 

new irrigation districts in a reasonable manner, taking account of 

water source projects construction. While in areas without normal 

irrigation conditions, we will take various measures to accumulate 

rainwater to improve the ability to withstand droughts.  

5) Strengthening soil and water conservation to safeguard 

ecological security. We will put more efforts in preventing soil and 

water erosion and promote natural ecological recovery by such 

measures as enclosure, grazing prohibition, etc. In areas where water 

resource is over exploited, we will vigorously strengthen water 

resources saving and reasonable allocation in a bid to gradually 

return water to ecological system diverted for socio-economic 

development. 

6) Promoting reform and innovation and improving 

long-term mechanism for water conservancy development. We 

will establish mechanism for the steady growth of water conservancy 

input, increase investment of public finances while making full use 

of market mechanism to attract bank loans into water conservancy 

construction. We will encourage and lead private and social capital 

into more water conservancy construction fields. At the same time, 

we will actively promote reform of water prices and improve pricing 

mechanism to better operation of water supply projects and water 

saving.  
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3. Enhancing International Exchange and Cooperation of 

Water Security  

The Asia-Pacific region has great potential for development but 

is also facing many water challenges. We suggest that Asia-Pacific 

countries and regions further strengthen cooperation for better water 

security through taking comprehensive management measures, 

establishing early warning and forecasting mechanism, introducing 

participatory management, strengthening scientific research as well 

as publicity and education. In the meantime, Asia-Pacific countries 

and regions should actively prioritize water security in the 

formulation of post-2015 development agenda and sustainable 

development goals, and mobilize powers from a broader scope to 

protect water security and reduce water disasters.  

The Ministry of Water Resources, P. R. China sincerely hopes 

to make use of the Asia-Pacific Water Summit to strengthen 

exchanges and cooperation with Asia-Pacific countries and regions 

to jointly cope with water challenges, thus contributing to the 

sustainable socio-economic development of the Asia-Pacific region 

and the world.  




