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Chiang Mai Youth Declaration 
Asia-Pacific Youth Water Forum 

The Second Asia-Pacific Water Summit 
  
As leaders of the Asia-Pacific convene at the Second Asia-Pacific Water Summit (2nd APWS), we, the 
delegates to the Asia Pacific Youth Water Forum in Chiang Mai, Thailand representing 14 different 
countries and the 700 million young people in the Asia-Pacific region reiterate our role as important 
stakeholders of water development.[1] 
 
In our region, many young girls spend their days fetching water instead of going to school. Thousands of 
children die unnecessarily of waterborne disease due to unsafe drinking water and the lack of basic 
sanitation facilities. Children and youth are disproportionately affected by water disasters whether 
droughts or floods. Many young people earn less than USD 1.25 per day work in the agriculture sector 
where water is critical for productivity and a decent income. 
 
Recognizing that children and young people are at the heart of the region’s water challenges, we call 
upon all stakeholders, especially our fellow youth, to mobilize initiatives in support of the Chiang Mai 
Declaration’s objectives and recommendations. 
 
We believe that, 
 

1. While young people from the region have differences in cultural, economic, and political 
backgrounds, our motivations, ambitions, shared experiences, skills, and most especially, our 
common aspiration to address society’s most pressing problems unite us. All young people can 
be leaders for water. We have the capacity to inspire others and deliver solutions for our 
communities. 
 

2. Given the scale of the region’s water issues, not one generation can do it alone. As leaders have 
emphasized, water development and management should be based on participatory approaches, 
involving users, planners and policy-makers at all levels. The outcome document of the United 
Nations Conference for Sustainable Development referred to the younger generation as “the 
custodians of the future.” Leaders and young people both have critical roles to play and the only 
way to achieve the “future we want” is by working together today. 
 

3. While there’s so much young people can contribute, we still have a lot to learn. We encourage 
governments and other stakeholders to create mechanisms and incentives that ensure the inter-
generational exchange of experiences, good practices and expertise to empower young people. 
 

4. If unsustainable development continues in the same way, we will violate the right of the future 
generations to live in a healthy environment as identified in resolutions of UN Human Rights 
Council and the Commission of Human Rights. 
 

5. It is important that programs facilitate youth engagement in the agenda of environmental water 
security and green growth. We encourage networks among young people, youth NGOs and youth 
environment networks to promote and implement projects which aim at improving the health of 
water ecosystems. 
 

6. Everybody should be educated on how water affects them and how their actions affect water 
security. We must educate the younger generation to be responsible for the water resources they 
use, and mobilize our efforts to take care of the Earth. 
 

7. Young people should lead, motivate, and inspire by initiating projects that aim to cut down our 
carbon emissions to slow down the impacts of climate change and at the same time contribute to 
better resilience to water-related disasters. 
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8. We must encourage the formal and non-formal education systems to create incentives for young 
people to study and work in the water sector. 
 

9. Education systems must integrate water issues and include practical knowledge and tools to 
solve our water problems. Education for Sustainable Development must provide an enhanced 
understanding of national and international water issues. 
 

We applaud the Asia-Pacific Water Forum and its partners in its efforts to empower youth to become 
water leaders. We encourage the establishment of these initiatives and commit to support them. We are 
very grateful to the Government and the people of Thailand for hosting the 2nd APWS. 

Young people are key agents for change and a driving force for sustainable development and 
technological innovation. If nurtured, our potentials will be unlocked to become important resources for 
the continuing development of not only Asia-Pacific, but of the world. We call on all stakeholders to work 
with youth in addressing our region’s water challenges. We must work together now to achieve the future 
we want – for our generation and the generations to come. 

 
[1] UNESCAP, 2011. Regional Overview: The State of the Youth in Asia and the Pacific 
(http://social.un.org/youthyear/docs/ESCAPFinal5.pdf) 

 

http://social.un.org/youthyear/docs/ESCAPFinal5.pdf

