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Your Excellency Dr Plodprasop Suraswadi, 

Distinguished Guests 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

Without water, we are dead; too much water can also kill us. 

Australia therefore welcomes this Asia-Pacific Water Summit. We extend our compliments to the 

Royal Government for its initiative and generous hospitality. 

Water security and water-related disasters are well known to Australia. As the theme of this Summit 

clearly says: these challenges require leadership and commitment, at all levels. 

Australians have become used to muddy clean-ups after flooding rain and strict water restrictions 

during drought. We are familiar with the cycles of flood and drought. We are familiar with the 

difficulties in preparing for these events. And we are familiar with the difficulties in managing their 

aftermath. 

Water security and water governance in Australia is driven by: 

• First of all, scarcity: Australia is a the driest inhabited continent on the planet 

• Secondly, severe drought 

• Thirdly, bushfires, that strike when our forests and farms are extremely dry 

• Fourthly, floods 

• Fifthly, concerns about the effects of global warming 

• Sixthly, environmental degradation, caused by overuse of water, and 

• Seventhly, competition over how our water should be allocated: between agriculture, 

industry, between cities and the environment; between upstream and downstream users; and 

across state borders. 
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So, these are our main challenges in Australia.  

I’ll now briefly outline Australia’s broad domestic responses to these challenges. Then I’ll say a few 

words about Australia’s international cooperation. 

Australia has established a far-reaching national water reform agenda to maximise the economic 

benefit from a scarce resource, while protecting water-dependent environments.  This has involved 

new legislation, new institutions, new policies, new governance arrangements (including the 

establishment of water markets) and new investments in water knowledge. 

In 2004, federal and state governments agreed to a National Water Initiative, our blueprint for water 

reform. This spells out actions to achieve a more cohesive national approach to the way Australia 

manages, measures, plans for, prices, and trades water. We now have a national water law and a 

National Water Commission that audits, assesses and monitors progress in implementing our 

reforms. 

We also have a new plan for managing the Murray-Darling Basin, which covers one seventh of 

Australia’s total area and includes three quarters of Australia’s irrigated crops and pastures.  The plan 

sets sustainable limits on water extraction, includes water trading rules; and clarifies basin-scale 

arrangements for environmental water and water quality. 

Australia is also committed to water research. Over the last six years, the Australian Government has 

invested more than $200 million into water research in Australia, and another large sum spent 

internationally.  In a nutshell, if we are to manage water better we need to know more about water. 

If I could now turn to Australia’s international role. 

In a recent White Paper on Australia’s relations with Asia, the Australian Government re-committed 

itself to work with the region by contributing to good policies and sustainable management practices. 

Australia has much to learn from our neighbours. We also believe we have something to contribute. 

Bilateral partnership examples include: 

• A visit in August last year to Thailand by senior Australian officials to explore specific next 

steps in our longstanding bilateral water-related cooperation. 

• A new India-Australia Water Science and Technology Partnership, announced by the 

Australian and Indian Prime Ministers in October 2012, and,  
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• A 3rd High Level Water Policy meeting in Canberra earlier this month, which discussed next 

steps in our relationship with China. 

 
These are a few examples, among many.  

On Australia’s side, these partnerships involve our government agencies responsible for water, 

environment, agriculture, fisheries, geosciences and meteorology.  

Other Australian agencies play a prominent role in our international engagement, for example the 

Murray Darling Basin Authority (MDBA), the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research 

Organisation (CSIRO), Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research (ACIAR), and 

Australian Agency for International Development (AusAID). 

There are also numerous other water-focused partnerships between universities, research 

organisations, NGOs, public policy institutes, and the private sector. 

At a multilateral level, Australia is a major contributor to the ADB-managed Water Financing 

Partnership Facility that supports urban water, rural water and basin water projects. 

Australia will continue to help Asia-Pacific countries to increase access to safe water and basic 

sanitation. 

We are pleased to also support many projects in Asia-Pacific addressing climate change and 

adaptation that have substantial water-related aspects. 

With the British and Norwegian Governments and the World Bank, we support the South Asia Water 

Initiative which aims to promote regional cooperation in the sustainable management of the water 

resources of the Himalayan region. 

Water, food and energy security in national and transboundary contexts is the focus of AusAID-led 

programs in South Asia and the Greater Mekong Subregion. These programs include targeted 

professional development and learning exchanges: scholarships, fellowships, technical assistance and 

twinning partnerships. They are concrete Australian responses to substantive water-related 

challenges for our region. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I hope this brief account of Australia’s own water challenges, our domestic response, and our 

commitment to international partnerships is a useful contribution to your deliberations. 
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Thank you for your attention. 


