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Your Excellency, Ms. Yingluck Shinawatra, Prime Minister of Thailand, 
Your Excellencies, Heads of State and Government,  
Ministers, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen.  
 

1. At the outset, I have the honor to convey warm greetings and good wishes of His 
Majesty the King and the People of Bhutan on the auspicious occasion of His Majesty 
King Bhumibol’s 7th Cycle Birth Anniversary and to this august gathering here in Chiang 
Mai for the success of the 2nd Asia-Pacific Water Summit.  
 
2. May I, on behalf of my delegation, extend our sincere appreciation to Your 
Excellency Ms. Yingluck Shinawatra and the Government of Thailand for the kind 
invitation to this important summit and for the generous hospitality in making our stay in 
this historic city of Chiang Mai pleasant and memorable.  

 
3. I feel highly honored to be leading the Bhutanese delegation to this 2nd Asia- 
Pacific Water Summit to discuss the critical elements of Water Security and Water-related 
Disaster Challenges, as I had done to the 1st Asia-Pacific Water Summit held in Beppu 
City, Japan, 5 years ago, as well as to the 4th World Water Forum in Mexico City in 2006 
when the birth of the Asia-Pacific Water Forum took place under the leadership of former 
Prime Minister of Japan late Ryutaro Hashimoto. 

 
4. Water gave Earth its name: the Blue Planet. Ironically, water is becoming a scarce 
resource on the planet named after it although water covers 70 per cent of its surface. 
Lord Buddha had said that the elements of water, air, earth and fire are present in our 
bodies, and thus the purity of these elements especially water and air is important for our 
health and well-being. Water has been associated in traditional concepts with cleansing 
and purification not only physically but as a metaphor for cleansing ethically. 

 
5. It is an irony that water is itself now generally polluted and scarce. Quality and 
quantity of water has already become a serious global concern. It is thus natural that with 
the rising global concern, water has become a major issue for international and intra-
national distribution lending credence to the quote, “Whiskey is for drinking, water is for 
fighting”. 

 
6. Adverse impact of climate change and global warming on water resources and 
increasing incidences of water-related disasters are other areas of global concern. The 
beautiful performance last night depicting how the ancient city of Wiang Kum Kam was 
lost due to repeated flooding from the Ping River was a stark reminder of what lies ahead 
if timely and appropriate measures are not taken to address this serious issue. 

 
7. So, the Summit’s theme, “Water Security and Water-related Disaster Challenges: 
Leadership and Commitment” is particularly relevant and profound in an era where we 
have begun to undeniably see the impacts of climate change on our water security and 
water-related disaster challenges. Such issues if not addressed urgently will spell 
insurmountable crisis and disaster.  
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8. In Bhutan, our successive Monarchs have played a crucial role in steering the 
Kingdom on a path of remarkable socio-economic development. His Majesty the Fourth 
King, Jigme Singye Wangchuck, introduced the philosophy of “Gross National 
Happiness”, as a guiding principle for development, which underscores the concept that 
development cannot be pursued on the premises of economic growth alone but it should 
also promote the happiness of the people by supporting their emotional, spiritual, and 
environmental well-being.  

 
9. As early as 1974, long before environmental issues started appearing on the 
global agenda, guided by the GNH philosophy, His Majesty had decreed that Bhutan 
should maintain 60% of its area under forest cover for all time to come, which is now 
enshrined in the Constitution of the country. As a result, today, Bhutan takes pride in 
having over 80% of its geographical area under forest cover, of which over 50% is 
designated as protected national parks. 

 
10. However, despite our early and concerted efforts towards maintaining 
environmental integrity and well-being, Bhutan by virtue of its being situated in the 
fragile Himalayan mountain ecosystem, has not been spared by the impacts of global 
warming and climate change. One significant and debilitating economic impact resulting 
from the rapidly receding glaciers due to global warming will be on  Bhutan’s economic 
backbone, hydro-power, which  generates 40% of our national revenue and supports the 
livelihood of 71% of the population that depend on subsistence farming 

 
11. One of the major threats to Bhutan’s survival in the fragile mountain ecosystem is 
Glacial Lake Outburst Floods (GLOFs). With 2,674 glacial-fed lakes in our mountains 
along with population densification, urbanization and hydro-power plants in the valleys, 
the possible costs to life and property will be incalculable in the event of such floods. 
Bhutan has, therefore, been taking concerted steps towards curtailing as well as 
establishing mechanisms to minimize the extent of destruction 

 
12. Here, I am pleased to report that over the last four years we have been able to 
lower the water level of Thorthormi Lake by 5 meters, and have installed early warning 
systems for the downstream valleys. With this, the most threatening lake has been 
temporarily tamed and valuable experience and knowledge gained in dealing with climate 
change mitigation in our fragile mountain ecology.  

 
13. July 2011 marked a significant milestone in the environmental history of Bhutan 
as our Parliament passed the Water Act that enshrines internationally accepted concepts 
of Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM). With this legislation in place, 
Bhutan’s efforts towards addressing water issues will be further strengthened through 
incorporation of existing customary rights focusing on the protection, conservation and 
management in an economically efficient, socially equitable and environmentally 
sustainable manner. 

 
14. Although Bhutan is blessed with enormous water resources with an annual flow 
far exceeding the estimated consumptive demands, localized shortages occur due to 
uneven distribution of water resources over the landscape and seasons. Water quality 
problems have also started emerging near settlements and urban centers due to poor 
management of wastes and surface runoff. 
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15. Bhutan is prone to flash floods especially in the eastern and southern regions due 
to the steep terrain and fragile geology. These flash floods have become more frequent 
and intensified in the last decade due to increasing intensity of rainfall and untimely start 
and end of monsoons. Landslides are also a recurrent phenomenon in Bhutan and are 
closely linked with flooding events. 

 
16. The second National Adaptation Programme of Actions (NAPAs) aims to address 
the urgent and immediate adaptation needs of a country. The updated NAPA project aims 
to increase the installation of Automatic Weather Stations (AWS), Automatic Water Level 
Stations (AWLS) and automatic gauge and discharge stations in the selected 205 
municipalities within Bhutan with real time link to the National Weather and Flood 
Forecasting and Warning Center (NWFFWC) located in the capital, Thimphu. The data 
gathered from this will serve disaster managers, land and water resource managers and 
farmers with improved weather and climate forecasting information. 

 
17. Regarding the Millennium Development Goals, we are proud to report that we 
have already achieved target 10 of the MDG Goal 7 whereby the proportion of population 
with access to safe drinking water increased from 69% in 2008 to 94% in 2011, with 
improvement particularly noticeable in rural areas. Under the Safe Drinking Water 
Supply for Every Home, 1,182 rural water supply schemes have been constructed against 
the target of 1,004, thus over achieving the target at 117%. The MDG target of reducing 
those without access to safe drinking water by half has been achieved well in advance of 
the 2015 MDG target date.  

 
18. The 2nd Asia-Pacific Water Summit could not have been convened at a more 
appropriate time than now to draw attention of the world leaders on the seriousness of 
water issues in the face of mounting threats of global warming. I would like to commend 
H.E Mr. Yoshiro Mori and others who have been instrumental in organizing the Summit. 
On my part, I would like to assure you the whole hearted support of the Royal 
Government of Bhutan to the initiatives as well as commitments required for the way 
forward. 

 
19. In concluding, I wish to once again express our heartfelt appreciation and 
gratitude to the Government of Thailand and the organizers of this Summit for warmly 
welcoming my delegation to Chiang Mai. I look forward to a successful Summit with 
strong commitments from the leaders gathered here today in fostering a common vision 
in minimizing threats to our collective water security.  

 
Thank You and Tashi Delek!  


