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Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

First of all, allow me to read the statement of Minister of Public Works, Republic of 

Indonesia 

 

Assalamu'alaikum Warohmatullohi Wabarokatuh,  

May Peace be upon us Distinguished Delegates, 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

I am pleased to be here to share with you our brief experience on water resources 

management in Indonesia. Allow me, on this occasion, to convey our high appreciation to 

the Royal Thai Government for organizing this event. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, Indonesia is a tropical country comprising of 17,508 

islands. The total population is approximately 240 million, posing a great challenge in 

terms of food, energy and water securities. 

 

The rainfall distribution varies among region, ranging from 800 to 4000 mm/ year 

with the average of about 2,700 mm/ year. It gives us an abundant potential of water, 

recorded as the fifth largest in the world. It is indeed a large amount to meet the 

country’s demand. However, if we look on a regional basis, we will find a severe 

unbalanced distribution. For example, the case of Java Island, with only 4,5 percent of 

water potency, it bears about 57 percent of total population. This uneven distribution 

poses a serious challenge in water management of our country. 
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In line with the growth of population, the need of water for domestics, municipals 

and industries continues to increase. This has caused a strong competition with 

agricultures which has been the main user in the past. The increasing demand associated 

with deterioration of environmental conditions will certainly require a better water 

resources management, leadership and commitment of all stakeholders. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The new water policy of the country was started when we launched the new law 

of Water Resources Management (IWRM). The approach of this policy is a balance of 

ecological conservation, social needs and efficiency. Specific objectives as promoted in 

the policy are to improve: (1).The national institutional framework; (2). The organizational 

and financial framework for river basin management; (3). Regional water quality 

management; and (4). Irrigation management policy. 

 

Principally, this new approach should be implemented on watersheds basis and 

for the sake of administrative efficiency purposes, the water sheds are grouped into 131 

river basins. 

 

Institutional set-up to implement an Integrated Water Resources Management is 

coordinated by the National Water Resources Council at the National Level, Provincial 

Water Resources Councils at Provincial Level and Coordination Unit at River Basin Level. 

Furthermore, in order to optimize the water balance, an Integrated Strategic and Master 

Plan should be established as a basis for development and operational management of 

each river basin. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Rice is our main staple diet; therefore its production must be secured. The 

irrigation system of about 7.4 million hectares has contributed to about 85% of Indonesia 

rice production, however only 115 of the areas are supplied from reservoirs. Now, we put 

priority to a massive program of water storage capacity infrastructures as well as the 

improvement of efficiency on system’s distribution. As for food security purposes, the 

government has a target to achieve surplus production of 10 million tons rice by 2015.     

 

The government has also put high priority on water supply. Presently, national 

access to safe drinking water has achieved 58% of the total population. Nevertheless, in 

order to meet MDGs targets of 69% by 2015 as well as 100% by 2025, there are still 

challenges in implementation of piped water supply in urban area. 

 

The Government also supports the provision of water supply, particularly for low 

income community in urbanized areas. During the last three years, we have succeeded to 

established 800 new water supply systems with estimated capacity of 11,000 lsec 

throughout the country. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The impact of climate change is mostly on shifts in seasonal rainfall patterns and 

intensities. We are already subject to many climate-related hazards, including floods, 

droughts, storm and landslides. Over the century, 85% of droughts were associated with 
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El-Nino. Floods also appear more frequently. During the last four years the floods 

occurrence is almost three times compared to the same previous period. 

 

Facing the climate change, Indonesia is not only preparing adaptation strategies, 

but also doing active efforts to reduce gas emissions. One of our efforts on water sector is 

to decrease the methane gas in swamp agriculture areas by water management. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Environmental deterioration is very crucial to a better quality of water. We put 

our priority to improve our waste management in urban areas. Sanitary landfill facilities in 

109 cities have been improved in the last three years, and additional 70 sanitary landfills 

are presently under construction. These facilities would cover 62% of waste in the cities. 

 

It is our policy to increase the number of sanitation access of households based on 

community approach to develop more wastewater treatment plants and sewer pipelines. 

The percentage of households with sufficient access to sanitation was increased by 5% 

during last five years. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

In closing, I would like to conclude that capacity development, community based 

participation, knowledge sharing, disseminations of data and information are extremely 

important in the implementation of Integrated Water Resources Management. We are 

glad to be able to share with you our experiences, and realize that there are still a lot of 

works to do. We all believe, cooperation among regional and international countries is 

essential. 

 

I wish you all the best and thank you for your kind attention. 

 

Wassalamu’alaikum Warohmatullohi Wabarokatuh. 

 

 

 

Djoko Kirmanto 

Minister for Public Works 

 


